EXPRESS MAIL NO. EL746147085US 

CLAIMS 

1 . A method at an online store to target advertisement to^ff sent along with encrypted digital 
content, the method comprising the steps of: 

determining a credit card clearing address of an ejtfB user device using an address verification 
system, wherein an end user sends a request via the end^ser device for the delivery of encrypted digital 
content; and 

associating one or more pieces of advertisement with the encrypted digital content if the 
address verification system returns an address in a predetermined geographic region. 

2 . The method according to claina 1 , wherein the step of associating the one or more pieces of 
advertisement includes associating advertisement with the encrypted digital content if the address 
verification system returns an address in a predetermined geographic region and one or more usage 
conditions for the encrypted digital content authorizes the advertisement to be associated with the 
geographical region of thefend user device requesting the encrypted digital content. 

3. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

determining an TP adSress of the end user device requesting delivery of the encrypted digital content, 
and wherein the srep of associating the one or more pieces of advertisement includes associating 
advertisement With the encrypted digital content if the address verification system returns an address 
in a predeterrmned geographic region or if the IP address of the end user device is in a predetermined 
geographic/egion. 
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4. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 

determining an IP address of the end user devide requesting delivery of the encrypted digital 
content, and wherein the step of associating the ope or more pieces of advertisement includes 
associating advertisement with the encrypted digita/content if the address verification system returns 
an address in a predetermined geographic regioi/and if the IP address of the end user device is in a 
predetermined geographic region. / 

5 . The method according to claim 3, wherein the step of determining an IP address of the end 
user device includes at least one of the allowing sub-steps: 

querying one or more IP addresses in IP databases provided by third parties; 
checking one or more countw codes found in the trace routes to the IP address being 
determined; and / 

using preassigned countryiillocations for class C IP addresses. 

6 . The method according to/laim 4, wherein the step of determining an IP address of the end user 
device includes computing a /onfidence for the IP address comprising the sub-steps of: 

querying the IP address; and 

checking one or mop country codes found in the trace routes; 
wherein after the confidence of is computed, the confidence is determined against other IP addresses 
returned for the geographic region being determined. 
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7 . A method at a content authoring site for setting ondor more geographic usage conditions for 
advertisement to be sent along with encrypted digital /ontent, the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a geographic region for presenting ad/ertisement associated with encrypted digital 
content; / 

setting on or more conditions for the advertisement associated with the digital content, wherein 
the conditions are selected from a group of dSnditions consisting of a time period when the 
advertisement is presented, the number of time/the advertisement is presented, whether the printing 
of coupons and other offers is permitted, and whether the sending of advertisement from the end user 
device receiving the advertisement to ancnher end user device is permitted; 

determining a credit card clearing apdress of the end user using an address verification system, 
wherein an end user sends a request viajrthe end user device for the delivery of encrypted digital 
content; and / 

associating one or more pieces of advertisement with the encrypted digital content if the 
address verification system returnsfan address in a predetermined geographic region. 
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8. A method at an online store to target advertisement to be sent along with encrypted digital 
content, the method comprising the steps of: / 

determining an BP address of an end user dgince requesting delivery of the encrypted digital 
content by performing the sub-steps of: / 

querying one or more IP addi/sses in IP databases provided by third parties; 
checking one or more countnf codes found in the trace routes to the IP address being 
determined; and / 

using preassigned country allocations for class C IP addresses; and 
associating one or more piecespf advertisement with the encrypted digital content if the IP 
address of the end user device is inra predetermined geographic region. 
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9. A computer readable medium containing programming instructions for an online store to target 
advertisement to be sent along with encrypted digital content, the programming instruction comprising: 

determining an IP address of an end user device requesting delivery of an encrypted digital 
content by performing: / 

querying one or more IP addresses in IP databases provided by third parties; 
checking one or more country codes found in the trace routes to the IP address being 
determined; and / 

using preassigned/country allocations for class C IP addresses; and 
associating one or mocepieces of advertisement with the encrypted digital content if the IP 
address of the end user dance is in a predetermined geographic region. 

1 0. The computer readable medium of claim 9, wherein the programming instruction of associating 
the one or more n&ces of advertisement includes associating advertisement with the encrypted digital 
content if th^IP address of the end user device returns an address in a predetermined geographic 
region anfifcne or more usage conditions for the encrypted digital content authorizes the advertisement 
to be associated with the geographical region of the end user device requesting the encrypted digital 
content. 
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1 1 . The computer readable medium of claim 9, further comprising the instruction of: 
determining a credit card clearing address of the end user/sing an address verification system, 

wherein an end user sends a request via the end user devicdtor the delivery of encrypted digital 
content; and / 

wherein the programming instruction of determining an DYaddress of the end user device requesting 
delivery of the encrypted digital content, and wherein the OTOgramming instruction of associating the 
one or more pieces of advertisement includes associati/g advertisement with the encrypted digital 
content if the IP address is in a predetermined geogranjiic region or if the address verification system 
returns an the IP address of the end user device i/in a predetermined geographic region. 

12. The computer readable medium of claAn 9, further comprising the instruction of: 
determining a credit card clearing addrera of the end user using an address verification system, 

wherein an end user sends a request via the ind user device for the delivery of encrypted digital 
content; and / 

wherein the programming instruction of d^ermining an TP address of the end user device requesting 
delivery of the encrypted digital content, and wherein the programming instruction of associating the 
one or more pieces of advertisement includes associating advertisement with the encrypted digital 
content if the DP address is in a predetermined geographic region and if the address verification system 
returns an the EP address of the endAser device is in a predetermined geographic region. 
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13. A computer readable medium containing programming/istruction for authoring content at an 
content authoring site for setting one or more geographic usagerconditions for advertisement to be sent 
along with encrypted digital content, the instructions comprising: 

receiving a geographic region for presenting advertisement associated with encrypted digital 
content; / 

setting on or more conditions for the advertisement associated with the digital content, wherein 
the conditions are selected from a group of conditions consisting of a time period when the 
advertisement is presented, the number of timesfthe advertisement is presented, whether the printing 
of coupons and other offers is permitted, and whether the sending of advertisement from the end user 
device receiving the advertisement to another end user device is permitted; 

determining a credit card clearing address of the end user using an address verification system, 
wherein an end user sends a request vi the end user device for the delivery of encrypted digital 
content; and / 

associating one or more pieces of advertisement with the encrypted digital content if the 
address verification system returns an address in a predetermined geographic region. 
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14. An information processing system for hosting an onlin^tore to target advertisement to be sent 
along with encrypted digital content, the system composing: 

an network interface to couple at least one emf user device, wherein the end user device 
requests delivery of encrypted digital content; / 

an address verification system including a means for determining an IP address of the end user 
device requesting the delivery of encrypted digital content, the address verification system including a 
mean for querying the IP address of the era user device; and 

means for associating one or morapieces of advertisement with the encrypted digital content 
if the address verification system returns an address in a predetermined geographic region. 

1 5 . The information processing system according to claim 1 4, wherein the means for associating 
the one or more pieces of advertisement includes associating advertisement with the encrypted digital 
content if the IP address of tne end user device returns an address in a predetermined geographic 
region and one or more usage conditions for the encrypted digital content authorizes the advertisement 
to be associated with thpgeographical region of the end user device requesting the encrypted digital 
content. / 

1 6 . The information processing system according to claim 1 4, wherein the means for associating 
the one or mop pieces of advertisement includes associating advertisement with the encrypted digital 
content if me IP address of the end user device returns an address in a predetermined geographic 
region anp one or more usage conditions for the encrypted digital content authorizes the advertisement 
to be associated with the geographical region of the end user device requesting the encrypted digital 
cont^it. 
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17. An information processing system for authoring contenfcand for setting one or more geographic 
usage conditions for advertisement to be sent along with encrypted digital content, the instructions 
comprising: / 

means for receiving a geographic region for presenting advertisement associated with encrypted 
digital content; / 

means for setting on or more condition/ for the advertisement associated with the digital 
content, wherein the conditions are selected^rom a group of conditions consisting of a time period 
when the advertisement is presented, the npnber of times the advertisement is presented, whether the 
printing of coupons and other offers is Remitted, and whether the sending of advertisement from the 
end user device receiving the advertisement to another end user device is permitted; 

means for determining accredit card clearing address of the end user using an address 
verification system, wherein ajrend user sends a request via the end user device for the delivery of 
encrypted digital content; ^5 

means for associating one or more pieces of advertisement with the encrypted digital content 
if the address verification system returns an address in a predetermined geographic region. 
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